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Important Guidelines About the Authenti- 
city of the Reports and Quotations in the 
TafsTr of Ibn KathTr 


Reports from the Companions of the Messenger of Allah Sj 

Reports that are attributed to the companions of Allah’s 
Messenger |§ are commonly used for additional explanation of 
the meanings of the Qur’an. As for those quotes that Ibn 
Kathir mentions in passing, these quotes may, or may not be 
authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is mentioned that 
one of them said something, and that statement contradicts 
other clearly authentic texts, then such statements can not 
be held as an evidence against what is known to be authentic. 
Additional information in this regard is found in the 
Introduction of Ibn Kathir. 

Incomplete Chains of Narration 

The following is a list of common incomplete chains of 
narrations that Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir often quotes. 

- ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah (Al-Walibi) reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said... 

- (‘Atiyah) Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said... 

- Ad-Dahhak from Ibn ‘Abbas. 

- As-Suddi reported from Abu Malik and Abu Salih from Ibn 
‘Abbas, Ibn Mas'ud and [or] some men among the 
companions. 

- Al-Hasan Al-Basri reporting from or about the Prophet j§. 

- Qatadah reporting from or about the Prophet j§. 



Al-Isra' (39-40) ( P , 
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439. This is (part) of Al-Hikmah (wisdom) which your Lori has 
revealed to you . And set not up with Allah any other god lest 
you should be thrown into Hell, blameworthy and rejected (from 
Allah's mercy) fr 

Everything previously mentioned is Revelation and 
Wisdom 

Allah says: What We have commanded you to do is part of 
good manners, and what We have forbidden you are evil 
qualities. We have revealed this to you, O Muhammad, so that 
you may command the people likewise.’ 

'frcr 4 §& JSt $4 $ £ Si 

iAnd set not up with Allah any other god lest you should be 
thrown into Hell, blameworthy > 

meaning, your own self will blame you, as will Allah and His 
creation. 

4 rejected } means far removed from everything good. Ibn ‘Abbas 
and Qatadah said: “(It means) cast out.” [11 This is an address 
to the Ummah via the Messenger #§, for he is infallible. 

a % m u as m ^ 

440. Has then your Lord preferred for you sons, and taken for 
Himself from among the angels daughters? Verily, you indeed 
utter an awful saying . > 

Refutation of Those Who claim that the Angels are 
Daughters of Allah 

Allah refutes the lying idolators who claim, may the curse of 
Allah be upon them, that the angels are the daughters of 
Allah. They made the angels, who are the servants of Ar- 






Rahman (the Most Beneficent), females, and called the 
daughters of Allah, then they worshipped them. They we 
gravely wrong on all three counts. Allah says, denounci 
them: 

%&£&&&> 

)Has then your Lord preferred for you sons, ) 
meaning, has He given only you sons? 

fipf « x2\j) 

iand taken for Himself from among the angels daughters ?) 
meaning, has He chosen for Himself, as you claim, daughter 


iVerily, you indeed utter an awful saying.) 

;, in your claim that Allah has children, ther 
3 children are female, which you do not 
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<And ffey say: "77 k Most Beneficent (Allah) has begotten a 
child." Indeed you have brought forth (said) a terrible evil 
thing. Whereby the heavens are almost tom, and the earth split 
asunder, and the mountains fall in ruins. That they ascribe a 
son child to the Most Beneficent. But it is not suitable for (the 
majesty of) the Most Beneficent that he should beget a child. 
There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the 
Most Beneficent as a servant. Verily, He knows each one of 
them, and has counted them a full counting. And every one of 
them will come to Him alone on the Day of Resurrection . 4 
(19:88-95) 


i* U -Tsra' (41-43) ( Part-15 ) 19 

take heed, but it in- 

S£»“ 

0 Allah says: 

&£> 4 Sji xij) 
4And surely, We have 
>t- .i . .A . explained in this Qur'an) 

meaning, ‘We have 
explained Our wami- 

remembet^prooT 
evidence and exhorta- 
Z>~ "*"*'<* ' tions contained there- 

in, and be prevented 
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<42 . Say : “If there had been other gods along with Him as they 
assert, then they would certainly have sought out a way to the 
Lord of the Throne.) 

<43: Glorified and Exalted is He high above what they say!) 

Allah says: ‘Say, O Muhammad, to these idolaters who claim 
that Allah has a partner among His creation, and who worship 
others besides Him that they may bring them nearer to Him: if 
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:ter is as you say, and there is another god besides 
om you worship in order to draw closer to Him and so 
will intercede for you with Him, then those whom you 
would themselves worship Him and seek means to 
Dser to Him. So worship Him alone, just as those on 
ou call besides Him worship Him. You have no need of 
to be an intermediary between you and Him, for He 
t like or accept that, rather He hates it and ^ejects it, 
5 forbidden that through all of His Messengers and 
s.’ Then He glorifies and sanctifies Himself far above all 


iGlorified and Exalted is He high above what they say!} 
meaning these idolators who transgress and do wrong when 
they claim that there are other gods besides Him. 

& 

}high above } means, far above. He is Allah, the One, the Self- 
Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need. He begets not, nor 
was He begotten, and there is none comparable or coequal unto' 
Him. 



}44. The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, 
glorify Him and there is not a thing but glorifies His praise. 
But you understand not their glorification. Truly, He is Ever 
Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving .} 

Everything glorifies Allah 



th and all that is 


that He is 


Surah 17. Al-Isrd' (44) (Part-15) 


hild to the Most Beneficent} (19:90-91). 

4_and there is not a thing but glorifies His praise.} 


}But you understand not their glorification.} 
means, You do not understand them, O mankind, becar 
is not like your languages.’ This applies to all creai 

known of the two opinions according to the most reliat 
two opinions. It was reported in Sahib Al-Bukhari that 
Mas fad said: “We used to hear the Tasbih of the food as it 
being eaten. ” [11 

Imam Ahmad recorded that [Mu‘adh bin Anas said that 
Messenger of Allah j|§ came upon some people who 
sitting on their mounts and talking to one another. He sa 


«Ride them safely then leave them safely. Do not use them as 
chairs for you to have conversations in the streets and 
marketplaces, because the one that is ridden may be better than 
the one who rides it, and may remember Allah more than he 







iTruly, He is Ever Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving .) 

rather He gives them time and waits, then if they persist in 
their stubborn Ku.fr, He seizes them with a punishment of the 
All-Mighty, All-Capable. It was recorded in the Two Sahths 



iAnd many a township did I give respite while it was given to 
wrongdoing.) [22:45] until the end of two Ayat. 

IlS £ $£) 

)And many a township did We destroy while they were given 
to wrongdoing .) [22:48] 

Whoever gives up his disbelief and disobedience, and turns 
back to Allah in repentance, Allah will accept his repentance, 
as He says: 

i'&\ ^ $ ip Ji? 

iAnd whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks 
Allah's forgiveness) [4:110] 

Here, Allah says: 



mroaik 17. Al-lsra' (45-46) (Part-15) -• 


iTruly, He is Ever Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving.) At the end of Sarah 



iVerily, Allah grasps the heavens and the earth lest they should 
move away from their places, and if they were to move away 
from their places, there is not one that could grasp them after 
Him. Truly, He is Ever Most Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving...) 
until His saying; 

ij.® a y; %) 

iAnd if AllSh were to punish men)(35Al-45) 
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145. And when you recite the Qur'an, We put between you 
and those who believe not in the Hereafter, an invisible veil.) 

146. And We have put Akinnah over their hearts, lest they 
should understand it, and in their ears deafness. And when you 
make mention of your Lord Alone in the Qur'an, they turn on 
their backs, fleeing in extreme dislike.) 

The Veil over the Hearts of the Idolators 

Allah says to His Messenger Muhammad jgj: ‘When you 
recite Qur’an to these idolators, We put an invisible veil 
between you and them.’ Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said, “It is 
coverings over their hearts,” 111 as Allah says: 

ys CS hfi % CaSc uj *4 >y= 1 4 Gfi \j%) 

iAnd they say: “Our hearts are under coverings (screened) 



